The metaphysical period; the period of Nietzsche's own peculiar philosophy; he gives up the idea of a rationalistic asceticism and begins to consider Instinct as the motive power of development. This Instinct he first calls " the Bent to Power'1 and later " the Will to Power." Not only does he investigate the origin of morals in general, but he tests also existing morals, and especially Christian morals, with regard to their effect on this instinct and on life. He tries to replace the present system of morals, as being contrary to all instinct, by a new and better system. In the end he tends towards the over estimation of the facts of the case and the qualities of the instincts, and finally drifts into an ethical Nihilism. (See page 292.)